inadequately addressed and extensively debated for several reasons.
Firstly the four basic principles of medical ethics, namely autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence and justice (1) are largely designed with face to face patient care in mind and it's application in pathology is not as clear cut as in clinical medicine. Therefore the ethical issues faced by a pathologist lie mainly in conflicts between moral obligations to three broad groups of people. They are patients (with whom pathologists may come in direct contact as in performing a procedure or in case of research subjects), colleagues and the profession (which includes the employers, staff, other pathologists, professional bodies, undergraduate and post graduate students) and the general public. (2) Secondly ethical and moral issues in the pathology rarely attract the same degree of attention as does subjects such as abortion, euthanasia and genetic cloning.
Thirdly the pathologist spends his or her professional life "behind the scenes" in laboratories whilst the clinician is most often the target of aggrieved patients and relatives.
However, there is now a growing awareness of the pivotal role played by the pathologist in the management of a patient. It appears timely for us to address these ethical and moral issues faced by pathologists and thus some of the key issues will be discussed in this article, in relation to the four basic principles of medical ethics.
Autonomy is better described as "self rule" (1) and the respect for a patient's autonomy 
